Spreading joy where he goes
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Spreading joy where he goes

EACH Wednesday, Mr Phoenix has a
date with several women in Wan-
neroo. His weekly visit is eagerly
awaited by the ladies — and indeed the
gentlemen.

For Mr Phoenix is a nine-year-old.
Gokg Newfoundland dog and his week-
Iv call is to the residents of Regents
Garden Eesidential Care Resort in
Wanneroo.

The handsome dog and his owner
Patrisha Ranson. of Quinns Rocks,
havebeen visiting the care-of-the-aged
facility for more than a year as part of

avoluntary pet therapy program for
residents.

“His regular visits are eagerly an-
ticipated by the residents and he al-
ways announces his arrival with a
conple of loud woofs,” occupational
therapist Rochelle Stalls said.

Rochelle, who initiated the visits
through Anjmal Comupanions. a non-
profit organisation, is convinced Mr
Phoenix promotes improved physical,
social, emotional and cognitive func-
tion. and generally enhances the qual-
ity of 1ife of the people he visits.

http://epaper.communitynews.com.au/APA3010017/PrintArt.asp?SkinFolder=CNG

She and Mr Phoenix are just one
unit of almost 100 accredited volun-
teer teams In WA visiting people in
nursing homes, hospitals, schools,
prisons and other facilities.

Mr Phoenix, “daddy™ of 10 recently
born puppies, is kept on a strictdiet by
his owner, who is also a well-known
Mewfoundland breeder.

But on Sundayv mornings he gets
spoilt with hash browns, bacon and
aUgs,

Whosaid it's a dogs 1ife?

Bruce Hunt
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